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MEMO TO: Parks, Arts & Recreation Commission     ITEM #4.A 

 

FROM: Randy Quale, Parks and Recreation Manager 

 

DATE:  October 14, 2015 

 

SUBJECT: 2016 Parks & Recreation Budget Update 

 

 

Enclosed is a spreadsheet summary of the preliminary 2016 Parks and Recreation budget.  Significant changes from the 

2015 budget to the 2016 budget include: 

 

 Increase the Parks and Recreation Administration budget by $100,000 to partially fund the Park Asset Inventory.  

These funds would be used to hire contractors to continue the survey/asset inventory work for the City parks 

system.  An additional estimated $232,000 will be needed in the future to complete this project. 

 Increase the Bloomington Center for the Arts Enterprise Fund budget by $65,000 for priority capital items 

including: 

o $35,000 to replace damaged and worn Black Box chairs with seating that is more comfortable, more 

durable, and easier to stack and to clean. 

o $15,000 to replace Masonite stage surface in Schneider and BB theaters. 

o $15,000 to replace lighting board as current board is outdated.  New board will be able to accommodate 

LED and intelligent lighting. 

 Increase the Bush Lake Beach budget by $60,000 to replace the playground equipment at the beach. 

 Increase the Bloomington Family Aquatic Center budget by $31,000 for: 

o New water play feature for toddlers ($26,000) 

o Cement work on the deck in the diving well area ($5,000). 

 2.5% increase for full-time salaries. 

 

Other changes included increases to preloaded items such as support services (park and facility maintenance), information 

services and health care benefits.    

 

On August 24, Council reviewed the preliminary budget and made a series of cuts in order to set a 2016 maximum levy 

increase of 6.85%.  With the exception of a small number of special initiatives, discretionary spending was held at a net 

0% increase, so the 6.85% net increase is primarily attributed to pre-loaded items such as full-time salaries, supporting 

services, space and occupancy, Fire Department Pension Fund and information services.   

 

The City Council is considering further cuts to the overall City budget with the intention to reduce the levy increase from 

the cap of 6.85%.  The Truth in Taxation hearings will be held in early December with the final budget being adopted by 

the end of December.  

 
Requested Action 
 

No action required. 

 

Attachments: 
Budget Information for 2016 


